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Watson’s Tin Box Meeting Talks – An Incomplete List 

The intention of this document is to record a list of presentations made at Watson’s Tin Box meetings. The 

WTB gatherings have always included a presentation – scholarly or otherwise – by members and invited guests. 

We will work with WTB members to identify as many presenters and the topic of their presentations as 

possible. The scion has almost always met monthly, and a presentation was a usual part of programming, aside 

from at the Mycroft Award quiz meeting held each January (as a result January isn’t always listed below). 

Over time, programming and announcements for WTB meetings varied. In the first decade or so, meeting 

announcements were sent by mail, and upcoming presentations were rarely announced for each month’s 

meeting, and in many cases the presentations on record were sourced from meeting summaries following the 

meeting. By the year 2000, most members received an email announcement, and upcoming presentations were 

more regularly announced, but there remain a number of gaps in the records. 

Special thanks for former Gasogenes and members Dana Richards, Jaime Mahoney, Andy Solberg, Pat Ruth, 

Evelyn Herzog, Karen Wilson and Brent Morris who assisted with providing information from their records. 

 

1994 Diane Knoth, Gasogene 

September 

Social BBQ at Patapsco Valley State Park 

 

1995 John Wenstrup, Gasogene 

May 

Fifth annual visit to Cunningham State (Reichenbach) Falls 

September 

Les Moskowitz – “A scholarly analysis of The Musgrave Ritual, Part 1.” 

October 

Les Moskowitz – “A scholarly analysis of The Musgrave Ritual, Part 2.” 

 

1996 Lana Santos, Gasogene 

November 

Andy Solberg – “A Retelling of the Six Napoleons in Verse.” 

 

1997 Andrew Solberg, Gasogene 

March 

Les Moskowitz – “The Sexual Response to Copper Beeches.” 

April 

Andy Solberg – “The importance of Petrarch and Meredith in the Boscombe Valley Mystery.” 

May 

Paul Churchill – “Cockney history and linguistic structure.” 

June 

Debbie Clark – “Argot or Slang Used Among Criminal Classes.” 

July 

Marjie Leonard – “Mystery: The Grenada Saga.” 

August 

David Hatch – “Codes and Cyphers.” 

September 

James Smith – “Villains in the Canon whose names were James, John, or Jack.” 
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October 

Steve Clarkson – “Chopin's Little Thing.” 

November 

John Cunningham – “The Six Holmeses.” 

December 

Paul Churchill – “Never so Lax on Threadneedle St.” 

 

1998 Deborah Clark, Gasogene 

February 

Deborah Clark – “Possible Real-Life Models for Professor Moriarty.” 

March 

David Hatch – “Ripoffs or Righteous: Two Rivals of Sherlock Holmes.” 

June 

Beth Austin – “Whatever Happened to Gentlemen Detectives?” 

August 

Debbie Clark – “The use of graphology in the Canon, and its use in crime solving today.” 

September 

John Cunningham – “Whose Life is it Anyway – Why Watson Wrote Some of the Stories.” 

October 

Sherlockian Show and Tell. 

December 

Andy Solberg – “Holmes’s Conservatism and where Holmes Stayed when He Visited Baltimore.” 

 

1999 David Hatch, Gasogene 

February 

Dan Stashower 

May  

Andy Solberg – “Recitation of an Original Poem on Moriarty.”  

September 

Jim Arva – “Sherlock Holmes on Radio.” 

October 

Mike Berdan – “Through India and Tibet on Holmes’s Hiatus – and why it Never Actually Happened.” 

November 

John Sherwood – “How I created the persona of Sherlock Holmes for a resort ‘Mystery Weekend’.” 

 

2000 Jacquelynn Morris, Gasogene 

February 

Andy Solberg – A verse to the dastardly Professor Moriarty. 

March 

Steve Clarkson 

Marjie Leonard 

April 

Mike Berdan 



~3~ 

May 

Dana Richards – “Victorians and Mourning.” 

June 

Mike Berdan 

July 

John Cunningham – “The Narrator of the Mazarin Stone.” 

August 

Brent Morris – “Freemasonry in the Canon.” 

September 

David Hatch – “Espionage at the Time of ‘His Last Bow’.” 

November 

Dan Stashower – “Doyle as a Murder Suspect. 

 

2001 Beth Austin, Gasogene 

February 

Andy Solberg – “Were Holmes and Watson Anti-Semitic? (No).” 

April 

Paul Churchill – “On Anagrams.” 

May 

James Smith – “On Catalepsy.” 

June 

Steve Clarkson – “Describing his recently published Canonical Compendium.” 

Dana Richards – “Mycroft had polio and was friends with FDR.” 

July 

John Sherwood – “A dramatic reading of A Scandal In Bohemia.” 

August 

Mike Berdan – “Conan Doyle, Sam Clemens and the meeting that never was.” 

November 

Brent Morris – “A mathematical presentation on Houdini.” 

December 

Henry Zecher – “William Gillette.” 

 

2002 Ralph Adams, Gasogene 

February 

Beth Austin – “Sherlock Holmes’s Regard (or Disregard) For The Law.” 

March 

John Baesch – “British Railroads and Schedules.” 

June 

Dana Richards – “The Definition of Fiction.” 

August 

Beth Austin – “How to Play Six Degrees of Separation.” 

November 

Paul Churchill – “The connection between ‘The Crooked Man’ location and the Churchill Family.” 
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2003 John Baesch, Gasogene 

March 

Paul Churchill – “Never So Lax on Threadneedle St.” 

April 

David Hatch – “Tour of the National Cryptologic Museum.” 

May 

Mike Berdan – “On Sigerson's Wanderings.” 

June 

Dana Richards – “Sherlockian Philately.” 

July 

Dana Richards – an exhibition of theater programs for Sherlockian plays.  

August 

Steve Clarkson – moderated a Great Debate between Dana Richards and Andy Solberg about whether Holmes 

attended Oxford or Cambridge. 

Ratana Ngin – The history behind “The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen” and its Sherlockian references. 

September 

Debbie Clark – Holmes adventures and pastiches on film. 

October 

An auction of Sherlockian items. 

 

2004 S. Brent Morris, Gasogene 

July 

Dawn Culbertson – “Polyphonic Motets of Lassus, followed by a performance of a motet sung by an a cappella 

singing group.” 

October 

A Sherlock Holmes Limerick Contest. 

November 

John Sherwood – “Memory Techniques, Presenting as Mr. Sherlock Holmes, Consulting Detective.” 

 

2005 John C. Sherwood, Gasogene 

January Library presentations: 

Paul Churchill – Victorian Times. 

Amy Rausch – Helen Stoner. 

Debbie Clark – Mrs. Hudson. 

February 

No Meeting (Snow) 

March 

Frederick Campbell – “Watson’s Blind: An Attempt to Screen a Prime Minister, a Parliamentarian and a 

Potentate.” 

April 

Evelyn Herzog – “Making ASHes of Themselves: The History of ASH.” 

May 

John Sherwood – “Top Ten books and references he used in launching a series of interactive Sherlockian 

mysteries in Michigan.” 
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June 

Dana Richards – Presentation of some items from his collection. 

July 

Brent Morris & John Sherwood – “The Egyptian Hall.” (magic performance) 

August 

Dana Richards – “Pencils as they are referred to in the stories.” 

September 

Group discussion – Most Memorable Sherlockian Moment. 

October 

Annual Dinner with a Sherlockian auction. 

December 

David Hatch – “The Intelligence Background to ‘His Last Bow’.” 

 

2006 Fred Campbell, Gasogene 

February 

Deborah Clark – “Scottish Antecedents of Sherlock Holmes: James McLevy and James McGovan.” 

May 

Limerick contest. 

June 

John Sherwood – “Magic presentation on Moriarty’s mathematical secret.” 

 

2007 Andrew Solberg, Gasogene 

July 

Dana Richards – “What Puzzled Victorians, on his new booklet ‘Victorian Enigmas’.” 

October 

Michael Dirda – “Langdale Pike.” 

December 

Fred Campbell – “Victorian Christmas.” 

 

2008 Jacquelynn Morris, Gasogene 

February 

Brainstorming on upcoming WTB events. 

May 

Paul Churchill – “The Art of Collecting Sherlockiana.” 

June 

Kate Karlson – “Her new book Ladies, Ladies: The Women in the Life of Sherlock Holmes.” 

September 

Flo Spector – “All about Mrs. Hudson.” 

October 

Donna Andrews – “Sherlock Holmes and Freddy the Detective.” 

December 

Bill Hyder 
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2009 Joel and Karen Ballard, Co-Gasogenes 

June 

Andy Solberg – “Review of the Watson Tin Box Essay Contest Awards.” 

October 

Lloyd Rose – “The Challenges of Writing Pastiche.” 

 

2010 April Curnow, Gasogene 

October 

Daniel Stashower – “I Read It Young When My Mind Was Plastic: Conan Doyle and Edgar Allan Poe.” 

December 

Group discussion on the ideal canonical Christmas gift. 

 

2011 Alan Jacobson, Gasogene 

February 

Gary Miller – “Sherlock Holmes’s Child.” 

March 

Andy Solberg – “Overseas Activities Related to the Canon.” 

October 

Lyndsey Faye 

November 

Bill Hyder – “The Hound: Unlike the dog in ‘Silver Blaze.’” 

Debbie Clark – “The Moor –Location, Location, Location!” 

Andy Solberg – “A Hound's Life.” (poem) 

 

2012 Pat Ruth, Gasogene 

The singing group, the Slightly Irregulars (April Curnow and Sharon McKinley) performed for us at two 

meetings. 

February 

Jacquelynn Morris – “Save Undershaw!” 

March 

Brent Morris – “Magic in the Time of Sherlock Holmes.” 

April 

Denny Dobry – “221B Baker Street – A Re-Creation.” 

May 

Ken McQuage – “Boats in the Sign. Rubbish and Lots of It.” 

June 

April Curnow and Sharon McKinley (The “Slightly Irregulars”) A singing performance. 

July 

Linnea Dodson – “How To Hear of Sherlock Everywhere.” 

August 

Bill Hyder – “To Sherlock Holmes she is always the woman. What on earth was the man thinking?” 

September 

Jaime Mahoney – “It's Always 1895 (Even on Facebook): Or how to find useful Sherlockian resources in an 

endless online world.” 
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November 

Beth Austin – “Sherlock Holmes as a Child.” 

Jacquelynn Morris – “The Case of the Missing Misogynist.” 

Debbie Clark – “Sherlock Holmes in Retirement.” 

December 

Yale Stenzler – “The Five Orange Pips.” 

 

2013 Jaime Mahoney, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Evelyn Herzog – “Holmes the Matchmaker.” 

March 

Nea Dodson – “Tea Dueling.” 

April 

Cliffie Hichar – “Sherlock Holmes and the Digital Humanities.” 

May 

Lynne Stephens – “Star Trek and Sherlock Holmes.” 

June 

William Hyder – “Bad Girls of the Canon.” 

July 

Beth Austin – “Victorian Meteorology.” 

August 

Karen Wilson and Stephen Welbourn – “The Music of Sherlock Holmes.” (Performance) 

September 

Brent Morris – “Dancing with the Cryptographers.” 

October 

Tin Box Formal Dinner – No speaker, just toasts. 

November 

Jacquelynn Morris – “The Crime Lab Project.” 

December 

Yale Stenzler – “The Royal Navy.” 

 

2014 Karen Wilson, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Jacquelynn Morris – “The poison Anna Used in The Adventure of the Golden Pince-Nez.” 

Bill Hyder – “Wedlock in the Canon.” 

March 

Nea Dodson – “Sherlock Holmes on Russian TV.” 

April 

Lynne Stephens – 221B Con Report. 
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May 

Andy Solberg & Evy Herzog – “A Sherlockian Q & A on Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the 

Sherlockian World* (*But Were Afraid to Ask.)” 

June 

Beth Austin – “Brain Fever.” 

July 

Debbie Clark – “John Bennett Shaw.” 

August 

Karen Wilson – “Sing a Song of Sherlock.” (Performance) 

September 

Andrew Solberg – “Wanderings through ‘The Empty House.’” 

October 

A radio show performance. “A Slutty Little Harlot,” written by Andrew L. Solberg, Directed by Beth Austin, 

performed by The Watson Tin Box Radio Players. 

November 

Lynne Stephens – “Museum of London’s Sherlock Holmes Exhibit.” 

December 

Carrie Carlson & James Dean – Fencing Demonstration. 

 

2015 Nea Dodson, Gasogene 

March 

Karen Wilson sang 5 Sherlockian Songs. 

April 

Denny Dobry – “The Penang Lawyer and the Movies.” 

May 

Laura Duncombe – “All about pirates!” 

June 

Lynne Stephens – “The National Trust and how to stay in historical buildings.” 

July 

Brent Morris – “How to cheat at cards… well, if we lived in the Victorian era of the gaming halls.” 

August 

John Sherwood – “His Sherlockian history.” 

K Patrick – “A history of the pastiche.” 

September 

Stephanie – “All about Sherlock Holmes’ humor and insults.” 

October 

{Halloween costume party – no talk} 

November 

Greg Ruby – “Basil Rathbone: Master Salesman.” 

December 

Jacquelynn Morris – “Brides in Canon.” 
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2016 Laura Duncombe, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

March 

Amanda Mills – “Villains.” 

April 

Susan Bailey 

May 

Dana Richards – “Doyle, Sclerosis, and the Fates of Fire.” 

June 

Bill Hyder – “Sherlock Holmes and Parody.” 

July 

Amanda Glover – “The Villains of the Canon.” 

August 

K. Patrick Glover – “Tobacco in the Canon.” 

September 

Larry Morton – Arguing there is evidence John Watson could have been a woman. 

October 

April Curnow – Musical presentation with her singing partner, the Slightly Irregulars, on the British Music Hall. 

November 

Denny Dobry 

December 

Nea Dodson – “Sherlockian Podcasts.” 

 

2017 Susan Bailey, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Karen Wilson – A poem on love in the canon, in honor of Valentine’s Day, and her Sherlockian version of 

Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah.” 

March 

Alan Jacobson – “Holmes, The Italian Connection.” 

April 

Jacquelynn Morris – “The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane.” 

May 

John Baesch – “The history and presence of German spies in the Baltimore area in the lead up to World War 

II.” 

June 

Nea Dodson – “Cookbooks and Victorian cooking.” 

July 

Liz Corson – “Sherlockian arts and crafts, featuring artwork from all over the world.” 

August 

Sherlockian Show and Tell. 
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September 

Beth Austin 

October 

Bonnie MacBird – Her new Holmes novel, Unquiet Spirits. 

November 

Dan Andriacco – “Plot tropes in the Holmes stories.” 

December 

Robert Stek – “Thinking About Sherlock’s Thinking.” 

 

2018 Carla Coupe, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Karen Wilson – A reprise of her musical toast to brandy. 

March 

Jacquelynn Morris – “Tempest in a Teapot or Why ‘High Tea’ Does Not Mean What You Think It Means.” 

April 

Susan Bailey – “What I Did on My Summer Vacation,” an exploration of her research trip to the UK. 

May 

Nea Dodson – “Two Fandoms, Both Alike in Dignity.” 

June 

Bill Mosteller – “Why I Love the Mary Russell Stories.” 

July 

Beth Austin – “To Tell the Truth – Interrogation Techniques.” 

August 

Nea Dodson – “Clothing in the Canon.” 

September 

Greg Ruby – “Sherlock Holmes Goes to War.” 

October 

Les Moskowitz – “Some Textual Variations in VALL, and How They Got That Way.” 

November 

Debbie Clark – “Moustaches, Beards and Goatees! Oh My! – The Meaning of Facial Hair in the Canon.” 

December 

Lynne Stephens – “Meeting Henry Baker.” 

 

2019 Lynne Stephens, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Susan Bailey – “The Origin of Tonga.” 

March 

Andy Solberg – “A Hound’s Life.” Retelling HOUN from the dog’s point of view! 
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April 

Carla Coupe – “The Convict Selden Seen: How Did the Notting Hill Murderer Escape Dartmoor Prison and 

Flee to Safety?” 

May 

Debbie Clark – “Holmes in Retirement.” 

June 

Bradley Harper – “Sherlock Holmes as Science Fiction,” discussing the state of forensics during the late 

Victorian period contrasted with the techniques described in the Canon, and how Holmes inspired the creation 

of the world’s first forensic laboratory. 

July 

Sherlockian Show and Tell. 

August 

Nea Dodson – “Games & Sherlock Holmes.” 

September 

April Curnow – “What’s in a Name?” Victorian naming practices and Canonical monikers. She’ll speculate on 

why Watson’s wife might have called him “James” and what to think of all those Violets!  

October 

Instead of a presentation, each person who comes in costume will be invited to step forward and say a few 

words about the costume. 

November 

Tim Warman – Gaslight Role Playing Games, Another Way to Enter the World of Sherlock Holmes. 

December 

Deborah Clark – “Victorian Christmas Traditions.” 

 

2020 Kim Ord, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Carla Coupe & Lynne Stephens 

March 

CANCELLED – CORONAVIRUS. Was going to be a presentation by Rod McCaslin and on Orientalism and 

Sherlock Holmes. 

April 

First Zoom meeting – no presentation. 

June 

Melissa James – “Musical Numbers in Sherlock Holmes Films.” (Zoom) 

August 

Jacquelynn Morris – “Only Mostly Dead.” (Zoom). 

September 

Rich Krisciunas – Dutch Christmas “Legend of Black Peter.” (Zoom) 

November 

Susan Dahlinger – Bruce Partington Plans. (Zoom) 

December 

Deborah Clark – “Victorian Christmas Traditions.” (Zoom) 
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2021 – With COVID, nearly all meetings were virtual (except for December) and no Gasogene was 

appointed for the year. Each month a different person hosted the Zoom meeting as Gasogene. 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Gasogene for the night was Greg Ruby. Michael McSwiggin – “Something Sherlockian.” 

March 

Gasogene for the night was Dana Richards. Art Taylor – “Teaching a Sherlockian Course.” 

April 

Gasogene for the night was Kim Ord. 

May 

Gasogene for the night was Carla Coupe. Steve Mason – “Guess Who’s Coming to Supper.”  

June 

Gasogene for the night was Stephanie Klein. Crystal Noll – “From Spycraft to the Agony Column: An 

Overview of Codes and Ciphers during the Victorian Era.” 

August 

Gasogene for the night was Rich Krisciunas. Rich Krisciunas – “Who Killed Charles Augustus Milverton.” 

September 

Gasogene for the night was Greg Ruby. Les Moskowitz – “An Anomaly in SPEC.” 

October 

Halloween costumes. 

December 

IN PERSON – Hawk and Griffin British pub, Vienna VA 

Karen Wilson performed Holmesian holiday songs! 

 

2022 Stephanie Klein, Gasogene. With COVID, most meetings in 2022 were on Zoom – a third year of 

largely virtual monthly meetings. It appears few formal presentations were organized. 

June 

The Mycroft in person 

October 

Tim Warman – “The occult detective!” 

 

2023 Greg Ruby, Jacquelynn Morris, and Karen Wilson co-Gasogenes. Meetings returned to in-person. 

January – Union Jack’s as new venue for meetings. 

The Mycroft 

February 

Lynne Stevens – “Moriarty in the Star Trek Canon.” 

March 

Greg Ruby – “Sherlock Holmes Goes to War.” 

April 

Dana Richards – “Pencils and Sherlock Holmes.” 

May 

Brent Morris 



~13~ 

June 

Lorraine Weller Clarke – “The Flora of the Canon.” 

September 

Rod McCaslin – “Orientalism in ‘The Man with the Twisted Lip,’ the Canon, and the Pastiche Beyond.” 

November 

Jacquelynn Morris – The case for her “Best Sherlock Holmes Story.” 

 

2024 Terry McCammon, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Terry McCammon 

March 

Matt Hall – “Who was R.T. Norman?” 

April 

Olivia Millunzi – “The Adventure of the Yellow Face” from The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes.  

May 

Sherlockian Show and Tell 

June 

Matt Hall – “Phosphorus in the Hound of the Baskervilles.” 

October 

Celebrating the 35th Anniversary of Watson's Tin Box! Reminiscences, photos, prizes, a little music, and more! 

November 

Lynne Stephens – “Advertising for Victorians and Watson's Tin Box.” 

December 

Carla Coupe – “Born To Be A Man of Action”, a discussion of Conan Doyle's energetic life. 

 

2025 Matt Hall, Gasogene 

January 

Meeting cancelled 

April 

Group discussion of recent Sherlockian events. 

May 

Olivia Millunzi – “Messiah or Mesire? Jesus as a Vampire & the Implications for the Papacy.” 

July on Zoom 

Burt Wolder – “Frederick Dorr Steele’s life and work, highlighting his contributions to illustration and his 

iconic depictions of Sherlock Holmes.” 

August 

Karen Wilson – “Boswell. We’d be lost without him.” 

September 

Travis Shick – “The sign of ... FORE! The intersection of Sherlock Holmes and Golf.” 

October 

Matt Hall – “The Dancing Men photographer.” 
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November 

Art Taylor – His experience as a literature professor teaching Sherlock Holmes, and student reactions to the 

canon. Also unwanted attention, stalking, and violence against Violet Smith in “The Solitary Cyclist.”  

December 

Michael Ravnitzky – “I’m here to take you on an adventure” – the story of the famous non-canonical phrase 

Elementary, My Dear Watson… 

 

2026 Matt Hall, Gasogene 

January 

The Mycroft 

February 

Emily Miranker – “American women in the canon.” 

March 

Johanna Draper Carlson – “Mycroft Holmes in Multiple Media.” 

April 

Ross Davies – “Choreographies of Dancing Men.” 

May 

Grant Heller – “Of Submersibles and Subterfuge.” 

June 

Liane Luini – “Canine Scentwork in the Canon.” 

July 2026 

Lauren Cercone – “Time and Tide-waiters.” 

August 2026 

Ken White – “The Early Years of Watson’s Tin Box” 


